THE SPIRIT OF
ADVENTURE

Rob Smith embarks mission to play
every course on Scotland’s Golf Coast in
East Lothian in just under two weeks

y Aydpafoloyd

ALLI

play others about
nothing. A total of 21
one hit Ve
Cctober weat

HUNW MIATA 'S3

able to leave the
to old industry friend

ble of

HLINGS 08 ‘A

Thi 9th green ond
Firth beyond ot the
Renaissance Club




THE SPIRTT OF ADYENTURE

The famous wdll an __ Gullane No.2:ana of the
Morth Barwick's 13th club's three fine links

The dramatic backdrop
to Dunbar's 14th graen

Day 5 Day 7

- Day1 swing | headed out with its captain, Peter Grant. Sundcy morning. and my return to Dunbar for o I had heard mutterings of tricky
Hoppily, any narves evaporated os | birdied the Ist garme with three members wos enormeus fun allthe  green sites ot Craigislow, but |
After visiting the Scottish Seabird Centre in the and thoroughly enjoyed the company of my wiay. This is a challenging links, very tight in places, hecame an instant fan. It sits just
harbour at North Berwick, | arrived at the West Links welcoming host. This is o cracking links; demanding. but also memerable and distinct. | then played inland from Kilspindie and is o
for my first round. | hod played it rmany years before entartaining and kept in excellent shape. Following a winterficld for the first time, o short but vory fine modem links that looks more
and was keen to see whether my rormantic first drink in the world's snuggest spike bar, | again interesting course with sorme hugely demanding par - mature than its tender years. Yes,
impressions would hold up. Happily, they certainly headed inland, this time to Costle Park, This is vary 3s. If thera’s o tougher opening ene-shotter in golf, you may foce some fiddly shots if
dlid o this is one of the most cngaging old links much o course of twe halves and | enjoyed it groatly v yet to play it The back nine is particularly you're on the wrong side of the
courses anywhere. Yes, it's quirky, and yes, it has far its setting, especially the back nine. enjoyable, especially the holes at the end of the greens, but isn't that often the
dasign feotures that no medern-clay architact promontory. Slightly damp, | enjoyad reviving bock case ot welkdesigned courses?
would drearn of, but it's alzo o thrilling adventure Day 4 ait the Dunmuir Hotel, o short drive from both elubs. I'el heard good things about
that almost induces sensory overload. | even Gifford, a pretty nine-holer in the
managed te aveid slicing my final drive into my car Not far from my excellent B&B ot Garleton Lodge, it Day 6 Lammermuir Hills, aind it more
parked alongside the 18th! was another early start to play Gullane Ne.2 and 3. than lived up to expectations. The
Each is jom-pocked with charm. variety and archerfigld is home to two modern links, although club is very much part of the local
Day 2 stop-ond-stare views over to Fife and in towards sadly the front nine of the Fidra Links was community and | greatly enjoyed
Edinburgh. First out on No.2, | waos bock in the undergeing some TLC, which maant it was the only playing with long-standing
Refreshed from an excellent night at the Marine excellent visitors’ clubhouse soon after Nam. After course | couldn’t play fully. However, the back nine memibzer John Scott. In the
Hotel in North Berwick, it was time for my first 36-hole  my tasty and vary well-priced lunch, | enjoyed the was rore than enough to demonstrate thot itis evening back ot Craigielaw, | met
cay and my debut at The Glen, the town's East Links. delightful Gullone No.3 almaost as much. These are quite different frorm the Dirleton Links, which | hod up for an entertaining and filling
Despite taking numerous photos and a four-club o seriously entertaining and stimulating courses! played once before. With treas lining half the holes, dinner with Golf Monthly Tap 100
wind, | was round in three hours. This is o really plus exponses of woste pancllist Michosl Grohom.
fun clifftop course with plenty of variety and bunkering, it hos more variety.
wonderful views that | would recommend to The Glan's This is & top-notch club with Day 8
anyone. | then headsed inland to Haddington. stunning state-of-the-art practics and
which could hardly be more different. & pretty 13th green teaching facilities and o pair of For the first time in o weaok, | was
rivarside parkland course, it is not so well known very strong coursas that will scheduled for a single-round day.
but is steadily maoving forward, Less exposad play citferantly every day, Obviously, | couldn't st thot

and not so dermanding, it made for a very
pleasant alternative.

happen, so after breakfost |
Archarfiald's splendidly .

Day 3 voried Fidro Links

Garleton Lodge,
Haddington

The Next 100 course at Luffness New had long
been on my radar, and with my untrustworthy

The entertaining links
at Luffness Mew




The closing haole
at The Musselburgh

nippad round Craigiclow's excellent six-hole por-3
acadarmy. This is ideal for practice and introducing
people to golf. on top of which even | couldn’t lose
ball! it was then on to Top 100 favourite Gullane No.l,
and what a course! This captivating, one-of-a-kind
links boasts several memeorakble heles. plus dreamy
panoramas both down over the course and boyond.

Day 9

The Musselburgh is a great alternctive to the lure of
the links. It's an attractive Jares Braid parkland
design and forrer Open qualifying course that is the
wasternmost on Scotlond's Golf Coast. It was then on
tao Kilzpindlie, another that had long been on my radar.
After lunch in the delightful clubhouse, | set out on the
short but exceptionally sweet links in another four-
club wind, Yardages wers irrelevant, and | amazed
myself by keeping the same ball throughout. The
short par-3 Bth is worth tha green fee on its own,

Day 10

Soon to host its fourth consecutive Scottish Open.
the Renaissance Club is home to o very different

Croigielow

hos hosted
16 Opens

and special typa of club. Here, | played with Malcolrm
Duck, one of the area's greot golfing choroeters and
proprietor of my accommodation for the last few
nights of my tour, Duck's Inn in Aberlachy. The course
is an extremely varied Tom Doak design that
manages to seamlessly blend elements of parkiand.
heathland and links. The four holes around the turn
are visually stunning, and the course is kept in
tournarnent-ready condition.

Day 11

My second Saturday and o return to Musselburgh
Links, the oldest course in the werld still being
played. It hosted six Opens up until 1B8% and is a
living golf museum. No-one will suggest there is any
wow factor, but the experience of walking its
hallowed turf makes it a very special place. In the
evening, back at Duck’s and fuslled by some of the
excellent local ale on offer, | succumbed ta tha fun
of Molcolm's legendary bar stool putting chollenge.

Day 12

Muirfield is one of the finest courses in the world and
| was very much looking forward
to o return after 30 years. With its
reputation for exclusivity, | wos
slightly nervous about playing
foursormes with one of the club's
dignitaries. Douglas Connen, o
former chair of Scottish Golf,
Things did not start promisingly
wihen, with my very first blow, |
managed to lose his balll Happily,
rmy game improved, and | even
holed an implausibly long putt for

The par-5 7th hale ot
infand Hoddington

a two from just shy of the 13th
green. Both the welcome and the
lunch wore first closs, and with its
hosting of this year's AIG
Women's Open, the club is very
much moving with the times. Its
superb, flowing and expansive
links iz pocked with exquisite
bunkering and briliont grasens
and is a must-pioy. An absolute
highlight in a trip jorm-packed
with highlights!

Day 13

My final doy and Longniddry, o
vary interesting hybrid course;
porrt links and part parkland. Here,
| plaryed with Fraser Johnston, one
of the cluby's very frienclly
professionals. With ne par 5s on
the men's card, the coursa is

THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

Competition

Rob’s eclectic eighteen

With each hole matching its numbering onits respective
course and each course allowed just one entry, hereis a
6,368-yurd Eost Lothian layout that would be hard to beat

Haole Far Yards
1 Craigielaw 4 327
2 Gifford 4 3556
3 Gullane No.l 5 496
4 Longniddry 3 194
5 Musselburgh Links 3 183
B Dunbar 4 386
7 Haddington 5 54
g Kilspindie 4 187
g Luffness New 4 407

3] Archetfield (Dirleton Links) 5 489
n Renaissance 3 155
12 The Glen 4 458
13 North Berwick 4 400
14 Winterfield 4 202
15 The Musselburgh 4 327
16 Gullane No.2 5 527
L Castle Park 4 338
& Muirfield 4 418

Markar's
Signature

Playar's
Signature

defined by its excellent two-shotters, eight of which
are over 400 yards. And so to my final reund, this
time with David Cockerton, who owns Garleton
Lodge and who had also been instrumental in
putting my trip together. Dating bock to 1774, Royal
Musselburgh is one of the oldest golf clubs in the
world. It's a Braid design with later modifications and
iz lined by mature, dense woodland, meaning that
you really enly glimpse the Firth at the 15th. It also
has an amozing clubhouse, Prestongrangs House.

So thara it is - 13 amaozing doys poacked with first-
class golf and brilliont occommedation. Scotlond's
Golf Coastis o truly exceptional stretch of gelfing
heaven, with incredible variety and the very higheast
quality. Since returning home, | have very much
enjoyed making sure there are full reviews and
planty of photos for il of thase courses on the Golf
Monthly website. There is something for cvery golfer,
and whether you want to tick off a trophy course or
two, or simply treatl yoursell to o few fabulous
hiclden gems, East Lothion has it cil. Despite any
pre-tour concerns about my intensive schedule, and
walking for 18 of the 21 rounds. the adrenaline rush of
such rmagnificent golf meant that not onee did my
ageing body complain. Repeat the invitation, and |
wolld do it all again in a flash!

Mo par 55 on the men's
card ot Longniddry




